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cient commentary upon, the real state of things. A man
more careless than myself of the petty interests concerned in
such a case could not exist. And it may he supposed with
what disgust* and what reasonable indignation I heard of
opinions uttered upon my character by those who called
themselves my friends; opinions shaped to meet, not any
conduct which I had ever held, or which it could be pre-
tended that I had countenanced, but to meet the false impu-
tations of an interested woman, who was by those imputations
doing to me a far deeper injury than to those whom she
merely shut out from a momentary accommodation.

But why not, upon discovering such forgeries and misre-
presentations, openly and loudly denounce them for what
they were ? I answer that, when a man is too injuriously
wounded by the words of his soi-'disant friends, oftentimes a
strong movement of pride makes it painful for him to degrade
himself by explanations or justifications. Besides that, when
once a false idea has prepossessed the minds of your friends,
justification oftentimes becomes impossible. My servant, in
such a case, would have worn the air of one who had offended
me, not by a base falsehood, but by an imprudence in betray-
ing too much of the truth ; and, doubtless, when my back
was turned, she would insinuate that her own interest had
obliged her to put up with my disavowal of what she had
done ; but that, in literal truth, she had even fallen short of
my directions. Others, again, would think that, though no
specific directions might have been given to her, possibly she
^had collected my sincere wishes from words of complaint
dropped casually upon former occasions. Thus, in short,
partly I disdained, partly I found it impossible, to exonerate
myself from those most false imputations ; and I sate down
half-contentedly under accusations which, in every solemnity
of truth, applied less justly to myself than to any one
person I knew amongst the whole circle of my acquaintance.
The result was that ever after I hated the name of the woman
at whose hands I had sustained this wrong, so far as such a
woman could be thought worthy of hatred, and that I began
to despise a little some of those who had been silly and un-
disce rning "enough to accredit such representations ; and one
of t' [em especially, who, though liberally endowed with sun-